Introduced by Council Members Gaffney and Jones: 

RESOLUTION 2013-240
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING HABIJAX ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY AND THANKING THE ORGANIZATION FOR ITS OUTSTANDING WORK IN PROMOTING NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION THROUGH HOMEOWNERSHIP; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in the spirit of providing affordable housing, nine visionaries in the Jacksonville community incorporated Habitat for Humanity of Jacksonville, Florida, better known as HabiJax, in 1988; and


WHEREAS, HabiJax is a community development program that involves local businesses, churches, and individuals who invest in the improvement of their community in Duval County, and its mission is to demonstrate their Christian beliefs by building and renovating high quality affordable housing, serving as a partner and catalyst to create safe and sustainable communities, and advocating on behalf of those in need of high quality affordable housing; and


WHEREAS, since 1989, the inspiration and collaboration of many concerned Jacksonville residents have enabled HabiJax to build more than 1,850 homes which far surpasses any other local provider of affordable housing and any Habitat for Humanity affiliate in the country; and 


WHEREAS, HabiJax has accomplished many milestones, such as the completion of 100 homes in 1994, the completion of 200 homes in 2000 during a Jimmy Carter Work Project that transformed a public housing site into the Fairway Oaks Community of 85 single-family homes in only 17 days, the celebration of the dedication of the 1,000th home in December 2002, and the building of 39 homes in honor of the City of Jacksonville serving as host to Super Bowl XXXIX in February, 2005, and in 2006, HabiJax partnered with the Northeast Florida Builders Association, the Jacksonville Housing Authority, and other local partners to complete 94 homes in McNair Park Villas, the site of the former Brentwood housing project; and


WHEREAS, support from HabiJax sponsors has helped build strong families, solid communities, and lasting partnerships wherein families have moved out of inadequate housing and into homes of their own; and

WHEREAS, as part of its 25th anniversary celebration, HabiJax plans to build 25 homes in six days in the New Town neighborhood as a remarkable follow-up to the 12 houses constructed in 6 days in New Town in 2012; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Habitat for Humanity of Jacksonville (HabiJax) on the occasion of its 25th anniversary, and extends its deepest thanks to the organization for its outstanding work in promoting neighborhood revitalization through home ownership.  HabiJax’s outstanding contributions are a tremendous asset to Jacksonville’s community redevelopment efforts.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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